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Contact Information:

My office hours are:
6:30 to 7:30 am and 3:30 to 4:00 pm

My email address is:
palmerj2@morrow.k12.or.us
When contacting me you should have the following in your subject line:

	Subject:
	ES_Unit #, Last Name, First Name

(See below for an example for Jane Doe)

	Subject:
	ES_Unit 3, Doe, Jane


Grading Policy

	Points Scored 

Total Points 1350 Apex
	Percentage:
	Grade:

	1350 to 1209 points
	90% to 100%
	A

	1208 to 1074 points
	80% to 90%
	B

	1073 to 940 points
	70% to 80%
	C

	939 to 803 points
	60% to 70%
	D

	802 points or less
	Less then 59%
	F


Content Overview and Content Objectives

Unit 1
In this unit we will take a look at some basic scientific tools. The goals for this unit are for you to have a better understanding navigating blackboard and of the following:

· Using powers of ten and Standard International (SI) units. 

· The base units of measurement. 

· The basic physical properties of matter. 
Unit 1A (Apex)
In this folder you will find information on Apex.  Apex is basically an electronic textbook. It allows you to print out study guides and has quizzes that you will take for a grade.  In this unit we are going to focus on the following:

· Learning the different fields of Earth science which are: 

· Astronomy 

· Geology 

· Hydrology 

· Meteorology 

· Learn the scientific method used by scientists to learn about the Earth. 

· Discover how to read maps and learn how scientists use them.
· Recognize major process of Earth science:

· Convection

· Equilibrium

· Recycling

· Conservation of Energy and Matter

Unit 2A (Apex)
In this unit we are going to focus on the Earth in space:

· Study the theories of the formation of the universe, its size and age, and how the Earth fits in.

· Look at how scientific investigation has lead to the theory of how the solar system formed.

· Learn how astronomers are searching for planets beyond our solar system.

· Study the planets in the solar system and discover the major features of each.

· Analyze Earth’s everyday movement and how gravity controls our movement.
Unit 3A (Apex)
In this unit we are going to focus on Earth’s water resources:

· Learn about the largest feature on planet Earth, its water: 

· The Physical features of water. 

· The water cycle on Earth. 

· Learn about the different fresh water sources on Earth.

· Learn about the largest source of water on Earth, its oceans: 

· Examine how oceans affect Earth's weather. 

· Look at ocean waves. 

· Learn about the affects of the moon and tides. 

· How the oceans affect seasons.
Unit 4A (Apex)
In this unit we are going to focus on the Earth’s atmosphere:
· Learn about the layers of the Earth’s atmosphere and study the theories of how it formed.

· Compare and contrast the carbon and nitrogen cycle.

· Study how the Earth is unevenly heated which causes weather.

· Analyze wind patterns and the impact of human progress has had on the atmosphere. 
Unit 5A (Apex)
In this unit we are going to focus on the Earth’s weather:
· Learn how clouds form and how to predict weather.

· Study sever weather patterns such as:

· Thunderstorms

· Flooding

· Tornados

· Hurricanes

· Look at the instruments of meteorologists.

· Compare and contrast weather forecasting models.
· Analyze Earth’s historical weather patterns to predict the future.
Unit 6A (Apex)
In this unit we are going to focus on what we have accomplished in this course:
· Final Review
· Final Exam
Prerequisites and Technical Requirements
There are no educational requirements before taking this course.  You are required to take an Oregon Online training course.

You will need to have a sound card and speakers or headphones to hear audio clips.

You will need access to an internet capable computer.

Some of the class’ exercises involve applets these applets are run by software that needs to be installed on your computer.

Note:  Anytime you install software be sure to go to the creators of the software before installing.  Sometimes these companies try to sell you an install I always install the free version and have never had any problems.  Before installing see if you need to install most of the time you may have downloaded software already.  If you have any concerns about installing software don’t be afraid to ask.
You will need Java downloaded to your computer to run some of the applets in the course.

· Link to Java
For some of the Going Further you may need to install Adobe Shockwave which can be found at the following:

· Shockwave
For the extra credit assignments you will need PowerPoint, Moviemaker, or other compatible presentation maker.

To watch some of the movies you will need windows media player.

· Link to Media Player
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